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FLIGHT
Our new holidays are
complimented by our
Jet2.com award-winning
great flight times and
fantastic service.

+

CAR
Customers don’t need
to worry about sorting
out their own hire car Jet2Villas will do it for
them and include it in
the price too!

Hire cars help customers
to take a trip at their own
pace and explore all
corners of the destination
they choose.

+

Keeping our

VILLA

clients informed

Whether our Jet2Villas
customers are hoping for
serene seclusion or fun
facilities all around, the
perfect villa can be found.

TRAVEL ON THE HIGH STREET

£60
Book for just

We’ve got 22 sundrenched destinations
to choose from, with
Majorca, Malta and the
Costa Del Sol to name
but a few.

deposit

*

per person

*Terms & conditions apply.

They made me chuckle…
A husband and wife were travelling on holiday in Scotland. As they
approached Kirkcudbright, they started arguing about the pronunciation of the town. The argument continued until they stopped for
lunch. As they stood in the restaurant, the husband asked the guy
behind the counter: “Can you please settle an argument between me
and my wife? How do you pronounce where we are in?” The guy
leaned over the counter and said: “Burrr… gerrr… kiiing.”

FINAL THOUGHTS

LOW MOOR STATION - NEW OPPORTUNITIES
It’s fantastic that our local station has now opened and
from my observations it seems to be well used too. Since
its opening, my wife and I have used it on a number of
occasions, mostly for Leeds and York, but of course with
links from Leeds there are
numerous options making travelling by train so convenient
from our locality.
In addition to local connections, it also offers a daily service to London. Why not treat
yourself to a short break? Superbreak can package together your train travel, hotel and attraction or show
tickets for you and frequently have special offers available, with everything booked in advance to minimise the
hassle. Tempted? Give us a call!

The car park and fair

What a strange few months it
has been since the last newsletter with Bradford City so close
to promotion and Huddersfield’s
success in reaching the Premiership in the sporting world.
Now that the election has taken
place we all await what developments the new government
will bring about, not only in
terms of Brexit but all of the day
to day things which matter to
us.
Still in the memory are the horrible terrorist attacks in Manchester and London and the
unanimous support and togetherness which showed itself as
well as the determination to
keep our lives the way we want
them to be. I’ve seen this in
terms of holidays. People are
wary and cautious but the much

4

and inspired

loved holiday is still high on the
agenda and bookings continue
to increase. It remains something to look forward to in an
uncertain world.
Closer to home the long awaited
and much needed car park in
Wibsey is finished and hopefully
will breathe new life into our
village. Enabling easier parking
will bring benefits–(many people come into my office and
moan about parking)- and with
all our support, will keep the
range of services we need in our
community.

With Spain being the
top choice destination
of holiday makers
from the U.K. it was
appropriate that the
Global
Travel
Group’s annual conference should be held
in La Manga, Murcia.
Perhaps
a
lesser
known area of Spain
but a beautiful location with many beaches and nearby points of
interest.
I attended the conference which gave me
information about new products and itineraries offered by tour operators which I can
then pass on to my clients. For example: new
routes offered by Monarch from Manchester to Zagreb, Dubrovnik, Stockholm and
Porto – all great destinations for short
breaks. In cruising there are new ships from
Saga, MSC, Celebrity, Holland and
America Line, Regent Seven Seas to
name but a few, as well as exciting new opportunities from Hurtigruten, Titan, Collette and Jet2, mentioned in greater detail
within the newsletter.
My reasons for attending conferences are to
remain ahead of the game and keep the level
of knowledge and service for which my agency is known. This helps to add something
extra to your holiday.
It’s great to receive feedback about your holiday and we have recently received the following comments:
“Thanks for making my first venture into
coach travel so hassle-free and pleasant.
Excellent holiday all round- Leger are

great!” Teresa Lunn
“Thank you so much for going the extra mile
and sorting out our holidays for us over
many years.” Pauline and Anthony Lowes.
“Just to say a very big thank you for all the
travel arrangements and secrets that you
kept which made our holidays very special.”
Kath and Martin Lambert.
“Many thanks for all the arrangements you
made on our behalf, which was much appreciated and everything worked smoothly.”
Brian and Lois Winterbottom
Though I didn’t receive an award this year, I
did receive something memorable. As a longtime fan of Jane McDonald, who was a guest
speaker and performer at the conference, I
was thrilled to have her sing ‘You’re My
World’ on the eve of my birthday dedicated
to me, as well as to chat to her about her love
of cruising and the fact that she always books
with a travel agent. I took the opportunity to
give her a business card!
Jane is appearing at a selection of Warner
Leisure Hotels this year as well as in venues across the country as part of her
“Making Memories” tour. She’s a fantastic
performer so if
you are interested
in
booking
a
Warners Break
or hotel accommodation in the
locations of her
concerts,
then
contact us.

210, High Street,
Wibsey,
Bradford,
BD6 1QP
01274 691409
www.stephenhowardtravel.co.uk
Opening Hours
Mon

9— 5.30

Tue

9— 5.30

Wed

9— 1.00

Thu

9— 5.30

Fri

9— 5.30

Sat

9— 1.00
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LOOKING FOR A HOLIDAY WITH A
DIFFERENCE ?...

“We offer you unique nature based adventures to the far ends of the planet” is Hurtigruten’s promise and now
with departures from Leeds/Bradford airport you can enjoy their renowned voyages more easily.

Their smaller, purpose- built ships enable access to a wider range of locations than larger ships and with knowledgeable expedition staff they will help you get the most out of your holiday experience in a relaxed and comfortable environment.
There is a huge range of voyages on offer to the Arctic, Antarctic, South America, Europe and countless others.
One example is their 12 day Classic Round Voyage which sails from Bergen to Kirkenes
and back to Bergen and departs from Leeds/ Bradford on 17th March 2018 from £1193
per person with other dates and departure airports available. On this voyage they are so
confident that they include their “ Northern Lights Promise” whereby if the Northern Lights
don’t make an appearance during the voyage then they offer a free return 6 or 7 day half
board voyage! It’s a fantastic itinerary which is bound to be popular.
If you fancy this or any information about any other Hurtigruten experience then contact
us. We are often aware of special offers and the price will be the same as anything you see
on line PLUS you get our knowledge and service.

Titan, the UK’s number 1 escorted tour operator
offers the most comprehensive range of travel
adventures with over 39 years of experience.
They have more than 350 tours and cruise itineraries to almost 100 different countries worldwide. These tours are expertly crafted in-house
and are only on sale in the UK; their welltravelled product specialists know their destinations inside out and select the best hotels, airlines, trains and cruise vessels.
Titan holidays, except those featuring in the 'essential collection' include
Titan’s VIP door-to-door travel service, comfortably transferring you from your
front door to the airport or port and back again. Titan pioneered home transfers many years ago and our service is still streets ahead of competition, covering every UK address with no mileage limits or supplements to pay.
The passion for travel that inspires everything we do is perhaps most evident
in the Titan tour manager. This experienced, personable professional accompanies the travelling group throughout, often from the UK, and provides great
organisation to ensure that a tour runs smoothly, and often also an introductory guiding service to destinations for which they have great affection. Titan
travellers, even those of a more independent nature, come to hold their tour
manager in the highest regard. Additionally, local guides, such as friendly
ranger-guides at Mala Mala provide a more specialist insight into a particular
attraction or experience.

Titan have recently introduced small group tours. If you are one of an increasing number of holidaymakers looking for
unique, authentic travel adventures, consider Titan’s range of 'small group tours'. These journeys are limited to just 1424 guests, depending on the destination, allowing us to secure accommodation in more intimate and characterful boutique properties, and including experiences that just wouldn't be possible with larger groups.
***BOOK YOUR TITAN EXPERIENCE WITH STEPHEN HOWARD TRAVEL***

OBERAMMERGAU 2020
A once in a lifetime experience which only takes place every ten years , the next
performance of the Passion Play in Ober- The Lonely Planet has named the
ammergau, Bavaria will take place on
16th May 2020 and companies are regis- top ten European destinations in
tering clients’ interest now.
2017 which are:
In 1632, after the 30 years’ war, the Black Death
1. Zagreb, Croatia
reached Oberammergau. By October 1633, the
village had lost 80 residents to the disease. At 2. Gotland, Sweden
this time the Parish Elders took a vow, that if the 3. Galicia, Spain
village was spared any further deaths, then the village would perform a Passion Play
every 10 years. After this vow was made, there were no further deaths in the village 4. Northern Montenegro
due to the Black Death.
5. Leeds, U.K.
In 1634, the first performance of the Passion Play took place in the grounds of the
village church among the graves of the victims of the Black Death. Today, the Passion 6. The Alentejo, Portugal
Play is performed to an audience of nearly 500,000 between the months of May and 7. Northern Germany
October, every 10 years.
8. Moldova
2020 may seem a long time away, however, the tiny Bavarian village of Oberammergau is already preparing for their world-famous Passion Play. This event draws its 9. Paphos, Cyprus
audience from all over the world, and with tickets being limited, there is no better time 10. Le Havre, France
to reserve your place.
Several companies offer visits to Oberammergau. One such company is Collette which
offer departures from local airports and who combine the opportunity to see the play If you fancy a break in these destinations
with a variety of tours including Imperial Cities, Austrian Delight, Discover Switzerland, then why not come to see us? We have first
Alpine Explorer, Romantic and
Fairy Tale Road and the Classic hand experience of most of these places and
Danube river cruises,
can offer you our
All customers with Collette will
advice when bookstay in accommodation located
ing your holiday.
within the village of Oberammergau, all within walking distance of
the Passion Play theatre. And
each programme includes either
a one or two-night Passion Play
premium category package with
reserved accommodation and
seating at the Passion Play.
Don’t miss out on the opportunity to see the Passion Play in 2020. Contact us for
more information and to reserve your place.
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WHERE DO I GO ON HOLIDAY?
A SHORT BREAK TO BERLIN

The memorable, historic scenes of November 1989 when the Berlin Wall was dismantled marked an end to a divided Germany and the re birth of a city once torn apart by
a 3 metre high monstrosity of concrete. The tragedy of all that happened during the 28
years of separation will never be forgotten by those who overnight lost families,
friends, livelihoods and freedom but Berlin is back on the city scene in a big way and
with Jet2 City Breaks now offering packages from Leeds/Bradford my wife and I took
advantage of the long May Day bank holiday weekend to experience a 3 night break.
The flight is less than 2 hours and a pre-booked taxi whisked us
to the Movenpick Hotel situated close to the rebuilt area of
Potsdamer Platz. The sense of history is all around. The hotel,
now modern and upmarket, was once the Siemens factory and
opposite are the remains of the Anhalter Station from where in
the final days of World War II, a hundred old people per day
were taken to Auswitz. Conveniently an underground station is
at the end of the road for easy access to other parts of Berlin.
Walking was our preferred
mode of transport on day 1
though cycles are the most
frequently seen vehicle.
Within no time we could
see the grandeur of the
Brandenburg Gate in front
of which was a double row
of cobbles which marks the
route that the wall once
took through Berlin. Almost opposite the Gate sits the Reichstag, the German Parliament building, complete with the huge
dome which, with pre-booking, can be visited. We could see
many people in the dome enjoying the views across the city.
On days 2 and 3 we made use of the City Sightseeing, hop-on
hop off bus. We had pre-booked the tickets with Attraction
World and found this a great way of familiarising ourselves to
get our bearings. Each complete journey lasts about 2 hours and
following the tour we went back to the commercialised area of
Checkpoint Charlie, the U.S. Army border point, where we indulged in Berlin’s speciality Curry Wurst and a beer. We then
returned to one of the remaining sections of the wall which
gave a timeline of the
events leading up to
World War II and the
Cold War.
The city is home to
many museums with
several to be found on
Museum Island. In all
of the museum and
memorial areas there
was a sense of calm and

respect from all nationalities there. Particularly memorable is
the Monument to the Murdered Jews of Europe which is close
to the Brandenburg Gate. At first sight it appears to be a square
covered in concrete slabs, then as you move nearer they take on
the form of tombs. Walk in between them and they suddenly
seem to grow in size and give the illusion of incarceration. Then
finally, looking back towards the green trees of the nearby Tiergarten, they have the appearance of gravestones in a quiet cemetery garden. A very clever sculpture which leaves an impression.
But mixed in with this reverential side of Berlin is the lively
bustle of a 21st Century city. Once ‘No mans Land’, Potsdamer
Platz has been rebuilt with exciting skyscrapers, modern shopping arcades, restaurants and bars galore and the unique Sony
Centre. The shopping opportunities are fantastic in Berlin (my
wife’s words, not mine!) with several huge shopping malls and
the famous Ka De We, the German equivalent of Harrods. We
also visited the East Side with its more bohemian atmosphere
and lively bars and spent time in the Tiergarten Park.
Following more sightseeing on day 3 we made our way by cycle taxi to the Furnsehturm or T.V. Tower for a pre-booked
meal in the Sphere restaurant right at the top of the tallest
building in Germany. The restaurant
rotates once every thirty minutes and
from such a high observation point the
views across Berlin were fabulous. The
meal was excellent and I can really
recommend the experience unless you
dislike heights. Looking across Berlin
you could see those older adorned
buildings of a once regal city which
remained after the war, the uglier
buildings built hurriedly post war and
during the period of Soviet rule and
the vibrant buildings marking a new
future for Berlin. There are cranes everywhere with projects for
further development like the rebuilding of a Palace.
We found Berlin to be a welcoming city of contrasts; of old and new
but above all a city with a remarkable history which makes for an
interesting city break. A return visit is on the agenda to take in more
of Berlin’s fascinating past.

Fancy doing something similar? Jet2 Holidays offer 3, 4 & 7 night breaks from Leeds Bradford to Berlin. As

an example, a price for a 3 night holiday staying at the same hotel illustrated in our report departing 13 th October 2017 in a
classic double room including breakfast, the cost would be £289.00 per person. If you prefer a tour option with transfers & excursions included within the package then Riviera Travel offer a 5 day “Berlin, Dresden, Meissen & Colditz” tour, travelling from
Manchester on the 16th October 2017, the cost would be £579.00 per person.

DID YOU KNOW ?… Norwegian Cruise Line has introduced PREMIUM ALL INCLUSIVE on board all their
cruises. This package included within the cost covers a wide choice of premium alcoholic beverages, soft drinks, bottled
water, speciality coffees with meals and casual dining 24/7. With service charges and gratuities also included you no
longer need to worry about “hidden extras”. NCL also offer throughout 2017 & 2018 sailings from Southampton on the
Norwegian Jade, a ship that I have first-hand
experience of. With prices starting from £1529 for a 10 day voyage to the
first
Norwegian Fjords departing 8th June they represent very good value for money.
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